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2015 Cumberland Valley FFA  

Pennsylvania Farm Show Update 

 
Cumberland Valley FFA Members Shine at 2015 

Pennsylvania Farm Show 

Agriculture takes center stage each year at the Pennsylvania Farm 

Show, held in early January of each year. This year the PA Farm Show 

celebrated its 99th edition and Cumberland Valley FFA’s involvement 

was evident in many departments within the exhibition. 

Cumberland Valley FFA has consistently participated in the Landscape 

Design contest, where chapters are asked to create a design that is 

10’ x 15’ in size. CV’s Plant Science & Landscape Design class met the 

challenge and created an engaging landscape design. Students 

enrolled in Plant Science also created several Horticulture Exhibits 

that were showcased the entire week. 

Additionally, FFA members experienced widespread success in the 

show ring with their market and breeding livestock projects. With 

entries coming from across the Commonwealth, exhibitors bring the 

‘best of the best’ to compete for top honors.  

Finally, FFA members are able to compete in contests just for FFA 

chapters within the state of Pennsylvania. CV FFA qualified for the Ag 

Safety Quizbowl Competition (by placing 4th at Ag Progress Days in 

August) and had an excellent showing in a competitive field. Members 

also created a Career Connections Video with the help of CV Alumni 

about the requirements needed to gain a job within the Food Products 

and Processing pathway.  

Career Connections Video Contest 

Sponsored by the popular agricultural newspaper, Lancaster Farming, 

the annual video contests features the work of 12 FFA chapters from 

across the state. CV FFA successfully applied to be a part of this contest 

back in September and quickly began working on the project. The 

contest included creating a 3-5 minute video showcasing a segment of 

the agricultural industry and what knowledge, skills, and education is 

needed to gain employment in the respective industry. CV FFA 

showcased the Food Products and Processing industry and even 

interviewed current employees from the Hershey Company (CV 

Alumni Mark Swartz) and Land O’Lakes. 

The following students were involved in creating the video and 

presenting it to a crowd at the PA Farm Show on Thursday, January 

11th (L to R): Bree Bender, Alicia Gates, Abby Klinger, Courtney 

Walter, Megan Myers, Jacqueline Grever, Wyatt Dale, and Anna 

Pauletta. 
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Success in the Show Ring 

Each year at the Farm Show, hundreds of 4-H and FFA members from across 

the state bring their best livestock to compete for top honors in the youth 

division of the show. A common goal for all youth exhibitors is to qualify for 

the Youth Livestock Sale of Champions. Unlike local county fairs, only a 

small percentage of livestock (approximately 5 animals per class) “make 

sale.” This year, CV FFA was very fortunate to have 4 members qualify for 

the sale. 

At left, Laura Shatto (Class of 2014) 

placed 4th in Lightweight Class III in the 

market goat show, below. Laura also 

qualified for the Youth Sale of 

Champions in 2014. 

At right, Megan McGee and Paige 

Smith exhibit their 65-lb market goats 

in Lightweight Class I. Megan placed 8th 

and Paige placed 4th, qualifying for the 

sale. This was the first time showing at 

Farm Show for both Megan and Paige. 

 

Megan Myers exhibited both a 

market lamb and a market hog at the 

2015 Farm Show. At right, Megan (in blue) shows her market lamb and 

qualifies for the sale by placing 5th in a competitive crossbred class. 

At left, Nate Short shows his 77-lb market goat in the Youth Sale of 

Champions. This was Nate’s second year showing at Farm Show and his first 

year of qualifying for sale.  Nate also exhibited a Breeding Meat Goat on 

Thursday of Farm Show. 

 

Paige Smith sells her market goat to 

Keystone Contracting in the Youth 

Sale. Paige also received a “Master 

Showman” award during her class. 

 

All FFA members now become eligible 

to receive the prestigious Farm Show 

Scholarship by exhibiting a youth 

market or breeding animal at the Farm 

Show. Exhibitors must be enrolled in 

post-secondary education before 

applying for the scholarship, valued at 

$3,500.00. 
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Earning the Coveted “Keystone” Degree 
In FFA, as members spend time and productively invest in their Supervised Agriculture Experience (SAE) projects, 

acquire more community service hours, give speeches and demonstrations, and demonstrate knowledge of FFA 

history, they qualify for awards called “degrees.” After earning the Greenhand and Chapter degrees during their 1st 

and 2nd year of membership, respectively, members strive to earn the coveted “Keystone” Degree, which is the 

highest degree the Pennsylvania State FFA 

Association can bestow on it’s members.  

 

To qualify for this degree, students must have 

invested 300 hours (outside of class) and/or earned 

$1,000.00 through their SAE projects. In 2015, only 

337 members earned the Keystone Degree (out of 

12,000 members in the Pennsylvania FFA).  

Cumberland Valley FFA senior Nick Crain earned his 

Keystone Degree by completing SAEs in Dairy Farm 

Employment, Dairy Beef Finishing, and Goat 

Finishing. Nick has worked at Brymesser Farms and 

Stover Farms (both local dairy farms) since his 9th 

grade year and also raised Dairy Beef steers and 

Market Goats to show and sell at the Shippensburg 

Fair. At left, Nick is pictured with the First Year FFA 

Jacket Recipients after receiving his Keystone 

Degree on January 12 at the Pennsylvania FFA 

Mid-Winter Convention. 

 

FFA Jacket Recipients 
Each year, the Pennsylvania FFA Alumni organizes a unique program to provide new and beginning FFA members 

with their very own blue corduroy jacket. Through the generous donations of individuals, agricultural companies, and 

supporters, the FFA Alumni garner sponsorship 

for approximately 350 jackets per year.  

However, this year was a record year with 

sponsorship being obtained for 550 FFA 

jackets, a record-high for this 10-year 

program.  

 

Cumberland Valley FFA was fortunate to have 

22 first-year FFA members receive their 

very own FFA jacket. Seeing this group of 

individuals beginning their journey in FFA is a 

sign that the future of agriculture is bright with 

this many individuals taking an interest in this 

vibrant industry. Pictured at right are: (front) 

Maddy Todaro, Sabrina McClintock, Jill 

Distler, Mikenna Hale, Emma Lupia, 

Courtney Walter, Morgan Lettich, Xavier 

Mark, Megan Copeland, and Meagan 

Smith. (Back) Brandon Vancosky, Tyler 

Brown, Wyatt Dale, Dylan Short, Jake 

Richard, Tom Spinelli, Katerina Oechsler, 

and Logan Fox. Congratulations! 
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Agriscience in Action 

 A new niche within the CV Agricultural Science program is participating in the various science fairs available to high 

school students.  Pennsylvania FFA also sponsors a state-level Agriscience Fair that is held at Farm Show each 

year. To participate, students choose a topic within one of the following categories: (1) Animal Systems, (2) Plant 

Systems, (3) Food Products & Processing Systems, (4) Power, Structure, and Technical Systems, (5) Environmental 

Systems, or (6) Social Systems.  Students develop a research question, design a method to test their hypothesis, 

then create a project report and trifold to be presented before a panel of judges.  CV FFA was well-represented by 

11 students who conducted AgriScience Research. 

 

Students that participated and their projects are listed below: 

 Taylor Eberts-What are the Effects of Horse Rehabilitation? (4th place) 

 Cheyenne Murlatt- Determining the Personality of Horses using the Parelli Method. (5th place) 

 Ethan Cohn- Solar Panel Effectiveness at Given Angels. (2nd place) 

 Alicia Gates-Decomposition Rates of Common Household Trash. (5th place) 

 Marlin Hoover-How Does Soil Type Affect Plant Growth? (7th place) 

 Emiliann Goodhart-How Does Freezing Point Affecct the Rate of Ice Cream Making? (1st place) 

 Kaitlyn Mitchell-Round-Up: An Investigation into Concentration (2nd place) 

 Katerina Oechsler-Gum Chewing: An Investigation into Concentration and Gum Chewing (2nd place) 

 Alyssa (Paige) Smith-Equine Ethics: Evaluating Opinions on Horse Slaughter (3rd place)  

 Paloma Sanchez & Ianna Spriggs-Making Maple Candy: How Does Temperature Affect It? (5th place) 

 

 

Pictured above are 3 entries into the Science Fair: At left, Emiliann Goodhart’s project “How Does Freezing Point 

Affect the Rate of Ice Cream Making” placed 1st and qualified to represent Pennsylvania at the National FFA 

Convention in the Agriscience Fair.  

 

Katerina Oechslers’s project “Does Gum Chewing Increase Concentration” placed 2nd as she tested the effect of 

chewing gum while taking an assessment.  

 

At right, Paloma Sanchez and Ianna Spriggs investigated the best temperature to create maple candy. 
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Landscape Exhibit “Goes Native” 
Each year, 8 chapters from across the state are selected to participate in the competitive Landscape Exhibit design 

contest at the Farm Show. Chapters are given a theme and provided with a 10’x15’ space to execute the landscape 

design. The winning chapter is then awarded the opportunity to set-up their display and complete at the Eastern 

States Exposition in Massachusetts in September. CV FFA last won the Landscape Design competition in 2012. 

 

This year’s theme was “Native 

Plants of Pennsylvania,” which 

proves to be a difficult task 

when constructing a landscape 

in early January (imagine 

trying to create an ice 

sculpture in the middle of 

July…it’s possible, but not 

convenient). Nonetheless, 

students in Plant Science 

were up to the challenge to 

design the landscape, acquire 

plants beginning in 

September, and set-up the 

landscape for the 99th PA Farm 

Show. 

 

This year’s Landscape 

Exhibit is pictured at right 

and features several 

Pennsylvania native plants. 

The landscape received 4th place in this year’s competition. Students that were directly involved in the planning and 

set-up of the display were Troy Crawford, Wyatt Williams, Jackson Wetzel, Kassandra Dillon, Brandon 

Brown, and Nate Short. A huge thanks to CV FFA Alumni Ryan and Andrea (Little) Brown for assisting with 

the landscape set-up! 

 

Horticulture Exhibits Display FFA Members’ Creative Side 
For the first time ever, CV FFA members ventured 

into the floral design and miniature landscape 

display contests at the Farm Show. Exhibits were 

housed in a “Hoop House” to give a feel of 

walking into an actual greenhouse. With over 30 

categories to enter, members created bouquets, 

corsages, cake-toppers, and even a miniature 

landscape to test their skills in horticulture design. 

  

At right, Abby Klinger’s Miniature Landscape 

received Best of Show honors for the 

Houseplant and Design Division. This contest 

required students to construct a miniature 

landscape in a 2’ x 2’ box that is no more than 15 

inches in height. A scale drawing was also drafted 

and displayed to identify plants used within the 

landscape. 
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Displayed at left, right, and below are 

some samples of the students’ floral 

designs. Students that participated 

include: Garrett McKinney, Courtney 

Walter, Mackenzie Yorlets, Anna 

Pauletta, Carley Shuckhart, Alicia 

Gates, Cheyenne Murlatt, and Abby 

Klinger. A huge ‘thanks’ to Linda 

Latchford for her help teaching students 

to create these beautiful arrangements! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pennsylvania FFA Foundation Honors 2014 National Contestants 
Each year, the Pennsylvania FFA Foundation, the fundraising arm of the Pennsylvania FFA, organizes an awards 

luncheon to recognize participants that competed or won awards at the 2014 National FFA Convention in Louisville, 

Kentucky.  

 

Due to the snow day, all participants from CV were not able to attend the luncheon, but Chapter President Nick 

Crain (pictured at right with Secretary of Agriculture George Greig) accepted recognition on behalf of the following 

CV FFA Members: 

 

Agricultural Communications Team (Silver Emblem Team) 

 Abigail Klinger (Bronze Individual) 

 Anna Pauletta (Silver Individual) 

 Megan McGee (Silver Individual) 

 

National FFA Agriscience Fair 

 Paige Smith (selected as one of 15 finalists for “Social Systems” 

category 

 

Cumberland Valley FFA 

 Recognized as 3-Star Chapter (highest rating available) 

o 2nd consecutive year 

o Only 10 chapters in Pennsylvania received this rating 
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         2014 Agricultural Communications Team   2014 National FFA Agriscience Fair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Farm Safety Quiz Bowl  

The Pennsylvania Farm Show is the site for the ultimate 

showdown in Farm Safety Knowledge. Teams 

representing 4-H and FFA groups compete in a quiz 

show format to demonstrate their knowledge about farm 

safety, health hazards and recommended practices. 

 

Participants not only learn about farm safety and health, 

but they also increase their leadership and public 

speaking skills and learn how to promote agricultural 

safety and health through their organizations. 

 

After qualifying for the Farm Show by placing in the 

top four at Ag Progress Days in August, the team 

earned the right to compete for top honors in January.  

 

After several rounds of competition against Mifflinburg 

FFA, Midd-West FFA, and Greenwood FFA, the team 

placed third in the state winning a cash prize and a 

framed certificate. The team from left to right consisted of Abby Klinger, Paige Smith, Anna Pauletta, and 

Mackenzie Yorlets. Congratulations to the team as they hope to qualify for the state competition again next year 

and take down defending champion Midd-West FFA. 

 


